
Aquatic Adventures Science Education Foundation in partnership with
Tijuana River National Estuarine Research Reserve Coastal Training Program, California State Parks, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
Grupo Ecologista Gaviotas & the City of Tijuana
WETLAND AVENGERS/ CAMPEONES DE LOS CAÑONES 2006
Our Goal:
Conduct an unprecedented binational wetland and canyon restoration event, engaging citizens and leaders from both sides of the border.  

Event Date:

Saturday, April 29, 2006
Location:
Tijuana River Estuary, Border Field State Park/Playas on the Mexico/U.S. border

The Facts:

· This volunteer event will restore sensitive habitats at the mouth of Tijuana River while educating community members on the value of our local wetlands and canyons.

· Wetland Avengers is organized each year by Aquatic Adventures, a nonprofit organization that provides marine science education to underserved youth in San Diego.  

· Aquatic Adventures has held several highly-successful Wetland Avengers events at the San Diego River Mouth, however this is the first time the event has been held at the Tijuana River Estuary.  

· The event will engage over 1,000 volunteers, including school children from both Tijuana and San Diego, to conduct habitat restoration on both sides of the border.  

· This year’s Wetland Avengers is a collaborative partnership of Aquatic Adventures, Tijuana River National Estuarine Research Reserve Coastal Training Program, the City of Tijuana, and Grupo Ecologista Gaviotas, a Mexican non-governmental organization.

· During the day-long event, volunteers and community leaders will learn about wetland and canyon habitats, remove trash and invasive species, and plant native plants.

· The event will be widely covered in local Baja California and San Diego media.  The Mayors of San Diego and Tijuana have been invited to serve as the Honorary Co-Chairs of the event.     

· The location of this event is remarkable in that participants will be working side by side, but often not in view of one another, due to the border fence.  To address this issue, Aquatic Adventures is working to produce a live telecast that will broadcast the restoration efforts on each side of the border to the opposite side.  
The Site:

The primary habitat restoration in Wetland Avengers/Campeones de los Cañones 2006 will take place in Yogurt Canyon/Cañon de los Sauces and Monument Mesa.  This sub-watershed begins in Mexico and empties into intertidal marsh within the Tijuana River National Estuarine Research Reserve (TRNERR) in San Diego. The area is considered a biodiversity hotspot, hosting birds traveling along the Pacific Flyway, endangered and threatened plant and animal species, and wildlife traveling down canyon corridors.  The Tijuana River Estuary is one of the most biologically important wetlands in America and was recently designated by the United Nations as a ‘Wetland of International Significance.’  This unique location provides an environmental and social context to better understand San Diego and Tijuana as part of a single bioregion.  
Benefits to the San Diego/Tijuana Region:

· Highly-sensitive riparian and coastal sage scrub habitat will be restored using native species.   

· Secondary habitat and human health benefits will include the monitoring of water quality and increased areas for passive recreation and enjoyment of natural spaces.

· Volunteers will learn why wetlands and stream corridors are important, why these habitats are vulnerable, and the ways individuals can protect this resource.  

· The event will reinforce the connectivity of the watershed, bioregion, and the community, providing participants with resources for further inquiry and opportunities for action.  

About Aquatic Adventures:  

Our mission is to provide educational programs that connect underserved youth to science, inspire environmental action, and increase exposure to marine habitats. Founded in 1999, Aquatic Adventures operates five separate youth programs in San Diego.  Last year Aquatic Adventures served over 6,000 children and young adults, providing over 65,000 hours of environmental and science education.  Since 2001 Aquatic Adventures has hosted four Wetland Avengers events, mobilizing over 500 volunteers at each community event.

In 2004 Aquatic Adventures was the recipient of the San Diego County Clean Water Champion award and in 2005 it was acknowledged by SeaWorld, Busch Gardens and Fuji Films, receiving the National Environmental Excellence Award for its Wetland Avengers program.

Supporters and Partners of Wetland Avengers:


Southern California Wetlands Recovery Project, California Coastal Conservancy, California Coastal Commission, Procopio Cory Hargreaves & Savitch, Ameriquest Mortgage Company, The Home Depot Supply, Invitrogen, RECON Native Plants, San Diego Chapter of California Native Plant Society, Neovision, Inc. & The Heller Foundation.
