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INTERCULTURAL  COMMUNICATION

Comm 124 Section 6787 Spring 2012 M/W 2:00 – 3:15 pm RM 269
Lisa Stefani, Voice Mail (619) 644-7454 ext. 3926

Website: http://www.globalcommunicationonline.com
E-mail: Lstef28@aol.com
(Note: If you send me an e-mail be sure to include the following subject line to avoid having your e-mail deleted or sent to the spam folder:

Comm 124, Your name, Your section number)

It is education that makes us fit company for ourselves and tolerable to others.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The purpose of this course is to experience and learn about intercultural communication: the study of face-to-face communication between persons with significantly different beliefs, values, expectations, and assumptions. A theoretical overview is presented; however, the course emphasis relies on its unique student composition; students from a variety of cultural backgrounds (national origin, ethnicity, age, gender, etc.) are encouraged to enroll in this course. The resulting student-to-student dynamic offers a unique opportunity to experience and learn about practical similarities and differences between people of different cultural backgrounds.

Subject Learning Objectives

At the end of the semester, students completing Comm 124 with a grade of C or better will be able to:
 
1. Identify the cultural facets of face-to-face communication with a person from a different culture: assessment will include collection of working or formal papers and/or presentations, and/or in class activities, exams and/or assignments.

2. Locate, analyze and select information to explore the influences of cultural background on communication: assessment will include collection of working or formal papers and/or presentations, and/or in class activities, exams and/or assignments.

3. Construct an in depth analysis of culture’s influence in a specific context; assessment will include collection of working or formal papers and/or presentations.
TEXTBOOKS:

E-TEXTBOOK:


Stefani, L.A. (2010). Global Communication: Interaction Within The Cultural Merge (5rd Ed.).  Ready or Not Press, NV.  Available at http://readyornotpress.com 

E-WORKBOOK

Stefani, L.A. (2010). Cultural Encounters in Cyberspace: Virtual Travels and Activities Around the World (5rd Ed.). Ready or Not Press, NV. Available at http://readyornotpress.com 

Assignments:

Monday January 23: Class Introduction/Syllabus/ Attendance
Wednesday January 25: Submit signed acknowledgement


        Film: Cross-cultural Connections


Monday January 30: Film: Cross-cultural Connections
                                   Readings: Chapter 1, GC

                                   CE Workbook, Chapter 1 
Wednesday February1: Lecture: Making Connections


        Start Webquest assignment 1, “Multiculturalism-Unity or Deep Division? Muslim 


        Sharia Law in the United Kingdom.” (located in Chapter One of Cultural 


        Encounters)



        Special Project: Sharia Finance



Monday February6: Culture and Theory 


                     Chapter 2, GC

Wednesday February 8:  Webquest Assignment 1 Due “Multiculturalism-Unity or Deep Division? 


           Muslim Sharia Law in the United Kingdom,” (Due along with Special Project 
                                        Presentations)
Monday February 13:    Finish Webquest 1 Special Projects Presentations
Wednesday February15:  Make Intercultural Project Assignment in class
Monday February 20: Holiday Presidents Day No Classes
Wednesday February 22:   Lecture: The antecedents of culture

                                      Reading: Chapter Three, GC 

                                      Workbook Chapter 2



          Submit First e-mail and Response

Monday February 27:   Finish Lecture: The antecedents of culture

                                      Reading: Chapter Three, GC 

                                      Workbook Chapter 2

Wednesday February 29:    Film: Culture and Relationships


          Submit Second e-mail and Response

Monday March 5:         Film: Culture and Relationships
                                       Go to CE Chapter Two, “Alternative Perspectives: Values, History, Worldview, & 


          Family.” Select “Profile: Intercultural Marriage and its Impact on Fertility in 
                                      Taiwan.” Complete the assignment.
Wednesday March 7:   Webquest Assignment 2 Due:  “Profile: Intercultural Marriage and its Impact on  

                                      Fertility in Taiwan.” Class discussion linking the Film, “Snow Falling on Cedars” 

                                      the assignment, and applicability in today’s society.

                                      Submit Third e-mail and Response

Monday March 12: Lecture: Language, Nonverbal Communication and Culture

                                  Readings: Chapter 4, GC

                                  Workbook Chapter 3 

                               Go to CE Chapter Three, “Senders and Receivers.” Select any one of the Webquest 
                                   assignments or the Profile from this chapter that interests you the most. (You can 
                                   access the assignment by clicking on the title). Complete the assignment.

Wednesday March 14:  Webquest Assignment 3 Due “Senders and Receivers.”
                                   Lecture: Culture and Education

                                   Readings: Chapter 5 GC,Workbook Chapter 4

                                   Submit Fourth e-mail and Response

Monday March 19:  Film: Culture’s Lessons
Wednesday March 21:  Film: Culture’s Lessons

                                  Submit Fifth e-mail and Response

Monday March 26: Finish Lecture: Culture and Education

                                 Readings: Chapter 5 GC,

                                 Workbook Chapter 4

Wednesday March 28:  Lecture: Culture and Business

                                Reading: Chapter 6, GC

                                Workbook Chapter 5
                 Go to CE Chapter Four, “Culture and Learning” or CE Chapter Five, “Culture and 
                 Business.” Select any one of the Webquest assignments or the Profile from either one of 
                  these chapters – whichever interests you the most. Complete the assignment.

                                 Submit sixth e-mail and Response

Spring Break April 2 – April 6 No Classes
Monday April 9: Lecture: Culture and Health

                               Reading: Chapter 7, GC

                               Workbook Chapter 6

Wednesday April 11:  Lecture: Culture and Health

                               Reading: Chapter 7, GC

                               Workbook Chapter 6

                              Film: Culture and Healthcare



 Submit Seventh e-mail and Response

Monday April 16: Film: Culture and Healthcare
Wednesday April 18:  Webquest Assignment Four Due, “Culture and Learning” or CE Chapter Five, 
                             “Culture and Business.”
                           Go to CE Chapter Six, “Culture and Health.” Select any one of the Webquest 

                           assignments or the Profile from this chapter – which ever interests you the most.
                              Submit Eighth e-mail and Response

Monday April 23: Improving Cross-Cultural Communication

                              Reading: Chapter 8, GC

                              Workbook Chapter 7 

                             Webquest Assignment Five Due, “Culture and Health.”
Wednesday April 25:  Improving Cross-Cultural Communication

                              Reading: Chapter 8, GC

                              Workbook Chapter 7 

                             Webquest Assignment Five Due, “Culture and Health.”
                             Submit ninth e-mail and Response
Monday April 30: Go to CE Chapter Seven, “Becoming A Global Citizen.” Choose between Projects 
                               Abroad or Traveling Abroad – which ever interests you the most. Or you can select any 
                               other web quest or profile in the book that you have not already completed. Complete 

                               the assignment
Wednesday May 2: Webquest Assignment Six Due, “Becoming A Global Citizen.”  
                              Submit Tenth e-mail and Response

Monday May 7: Intercultural Project Submission and Presentations
Wednesday May 9: Intercultural Project Submission and Presentations
Monday May 14 Intercultural Project submission and Presentations
Wednesday May 16:  Intercultural Project Submission and Presentations
Monday May 21, 2012  1:30  – 3:30  pm : Final Exam 

Grading

Webquest Assignment 1 and Special Project 


15%

Webquest Assignment 2




10%

Webquest Assignment 3 




10%

Webquest Assignment 4 




10%

Webquest Assignment 5




10%

Webquest Assignment 6




10%

Intercultural Project and Presentation


15%

Cumulative Final Exam




20%

Attendance

Mandatory. I will take roll every day. Excused absences require Dr. note or work note on Letterhead.
Late Work

Not accepted.

Accommodations for students with disabilities:

Student with disabilities who may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to notify the instructor and contact Disabled Student Services and Programs (DSP&S) early in the semester so that reasonable accommodations may be implemented as soon as possible. Students may contact DSP&S in person in room 11D or by phone at 619-644-7112 (voice) or (619( 644-7119 ) (TTY for deaf).

Supervised Tutoring Referral

Students are referred to enroll in the following supervised tutoring courses if the service indicated will assist them in achieving or reinforcing the learning objectives of this course:



IDS 198, Supervised Tutoring to receive tutoring in general computer applications in the 

Tech Mall

English 198W, Supervised Tutoring for assistance in the English Writing Center (Room 

70-119): and or IDS 198T, Supervised Tutoring to receive one-on-one tutoring in 

academic subjects in the tutoring center (Room 70-229, 644-7387).

Academic Integrity:

Cheating and Plagiarism (using as one's own ideas, writings or materials of someone else without acknowledgement or permission) can result in any one of a variety of sanctions. Such penalties may range from an adjusted grade on the particular exam, paper project or assignment to a failing grade in the course. The instructor may also summarily suspend the student for the class meeting when the infraction occurs, as well as the following class meeting. For further clarification and information on these issues, please consult with your instructor or contact the office of the Assistant Dean of Student Affairs.

Important dates:

February 24: Last day to apply for P/NP for semester length courses.

April 20: Last day to drop semester length classes
